jg            SIR MARTIN FROBISHER
coals from Newcastle in the coasting trade. A light,
rather more interesting than illuminating, is thrown
on Frobisher's movements during these years by an
entry in the Chamberlain's Account Book for the Bor-
ough of Aldeburgh in Suffolk, where under the year
1569, the town recorded a sum of
"tenne pounds granted towards the charges for
carrying of Captain Fyrbussher and others of his
company to Londone by virtue of the Queens
Maje'ties proclamacon here stayed and by other
ordinary peses (persons) commanded to be sent
up as prisoners."
In the same year the Account Book shows that
"John Towers, the gouner [governor] was paid
YP, VHP [six shillings and eightpence] more for
his  Rydynge  to  London  with   certayne   p'son-
ars* ..."
Just what bearing this has upon the earlier Newcastle
trouble we cannot now say, for Frobisher, like other
Elizabethan seamen, was reticent in later life concern-
ing his early careen If, as the chronicles state, Fro-
bisher's brother took the ship in his absence, the Aide-
burgh business might have referred to the brother,
John or Davy, we know not which. Again it may be
that Martin was regularly willing to run the risk of ar-
rest on piracy charges for the sake of the profit, and
knowing that the whole business of arrest was "a
gesture" to Impress the Spanish ambassador.
Itjhas been suggested by enthusiastic admirers of
Frobisher that he was at this time engaged in secret
attempts to set out In search of the Northwest Passage
and that these arrests were in the nature of stupid
bureaucratic blundering. It is not explained why his
attempts should be secret, nor why, when questioned,